
























































































































10 APPE 1)1 VI 

thutg to remen t r 1 that th functiOn of the 
) rern b probabl} rn ;>thing very diffcn::nt. 

Objective. lc r goal, greater than a Sub-objective but 
n t u fficrr?ntJ) grand to b an En d-in-itself. A 1 ogical 
fra t 1011 of a tal Gc xarnple: If the Goal i. to rc o!ve 
the tructure f 1 A, an bjt;ctive might be tore olve the 
left end of t h team of \'orkcrs 
\VOuld lOt!lcall b signed to that C>bjective. 

Prob/ m. \\'hen spell d with a capital Jetter, the Proh-
1 n1 i a tatern nt f hov.' the . tern conceptualizes the 
real-v-'orld pro em. Real-we rid problcn1. cannot he 
O]Ved by y tenlS, becau t.! the function c f the ystem is 

lin1itt:d lo au alreddy e i t1ng lion and real­
\VOrJd problem's ·tre r · oJ ed by radical innovation, not by 
ne\, cotnbination of ld 1dcas. Cornpare the ue{her · 
len1 that plagued runeteenth-century phy ics or the 
4 phlogi ton" pr blem hat eighteenth-century 
chen1i try . 

. ystenz. H A parts coordinated to accon1pl1sh a et 
ofg al'.'" Anemine1 t y t m .. - udent,• after offering this 
a a definition that all ,,,i)] agre ! upon, then an 
entire chapter t the question, H\\'hat L a systcmT' 
C1ea r1 a dict1 Jnary d<: n i tion is not enough. His own 
defirutton of a .. "'Y tern· approach" to a probletn is 'the 
;vhole s t of sub ' terns and their plans and ntea ures of 
pertormance. ,, 

May \ re " 1C1ude that a y tem is a . .\et of sub 
coordtnated in son1e wa for the ach[evement of some 
purpo e? If .. o, what is a ubsystem? Are Systcn1s and 

ubs infin itely divisible both upward and down 
ard? 
We this deep metaphy ical question for the reader 

o ponder at his ldsure. 
Systems-J"Ju:ury. There arc some \Vho as er t t hat Gen­

eral Sy teme1ntic. i a . poof of a seriou scientific subject 

Churchn1an., op. ctt., p. 29. 

APP D XV 107 

calJed General Systcn1 'I heory. * Devotees of General Sys­
tem Theory attrabutc the founding of their ·ciencc to Pro­

sor Lud\\'i? von Hertalanffy. ** who noted, in the earty 
decade. of thts century, that scientists; had overlooked the 

of a of Anytlung and Everything 
and \\·ho, w1th Teutonac the r ughnes .. , Tnad t! up the over-
ight.*** 

•While denying, on principle, that such i the cas , we adrnit to 
certain parallelisms in development of the two 
**The name is genuine. 
* ••The twentieth century has seen a g od deal of this kind of 
intellectual In Professor Han ely under­
took to elucidate the pathology of the di ea e l·aUed Life. In 
Philosophy, Count Korzybski the of Meanings. 
Modern Phy ics "eems to be devoted to the investigation f Less 
and ess; and in vigorous are eing ade 
upon the Knowledge of A b. olutely othing. 
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